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toward woman. As a girl, she has more educa-
tion in the schools, more protection in the mill,
and in the street. Her status is as yet far from
ideal, but the progress has been great. There
are now works like the (Euvre pour la repression
de la traite des blanches to fight organised prosti-
tution; works to help young girls arriving in
Paris, giving temporary help and sound advice;
institutions to shelter them overnight; others
where the fallen may, and some do, reform.
Numerous organisations provide an inexpensive
meal for shop girls; and one of the organisations,
the RSfectoire, recently established, aims to fur-
nish free meals to honest working girls with-
out work. There are homes on the seashore
for worn-out mothers. The mutualiUs mater-
nelles, the labour exchanges for mothers, the
Asile Michelet9 the Comite du refuge pour femmes
enceintes, the purpose of which is to relieve from
hard work those who are about to become
mothers, to free them from too exacting cares, or
to enable them to gain strength before child-
birth. The thought here is as much the well-
being of the expected offspring as that of the
mother. There is the Asile George Sand where,
after their confinement, they may be received
with their children, and the Asile Ledru-RoUin
when they have one child only. If they cannot